
 
Called School Board Meeting 

December 29, 2016 
12 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Dr. Deanie Mehl, president, called the meeting to order. Other Board members 

present were Ms. Jeannie Cole, Ms. Yvonne Keaton-Martin, Ms. Talicia Richardson 
and Mr. Wade Gilkey, and Mr. Bill Hanesworth.  Ms. Susan McFerran was absent.  
Dr. Gordon Floyd, Superintendent, Mr. Charles Warren, Chief Financial Officer, Ms. 
Tina Dale, Communication Specialist, Ms. Erin Craig, Community Partnership 
Specialist, and Mr. Mitch Llewellyn, FSPS Attorney were also present. 

 
FOIA LAWSUIT Dr. Mehl called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. to discuss the recent FOIA 

lawsuit filed by Joey McCutcheon on behalf of Ms. June Bradshaw. Mr. Llewellyn 
reported that Ms. Bradshaw’s claim is that emails regarding a slate of officers 
constitutes an official meeting, and there was no notice or opportunity for the public 
and press to participate. Mr. Llewellyn stated that after reviewing the documentation 
it does not appear that official business occurred. This is the opinion that he has 
argued to the Court.  

 
Mr. Llewellyn presented a letter from McCutchen that indicates that Ms. Bradshaw 
asks that 1) the Board participate in FOIA training, 2) the Board agree to a consent 
judgment declaring that these emails violated FOIA, 3) that each side should pay for 
their respective legal fees. With regard to the first issue, Llewellyn believes that the 
Board should participate in FOIA training.  2) Mr. Llewellyn advised that the Board 
should not concede these emails as an FOIA violation. 3) Mr. Llewellyn agreed that 
each side should be responsible for their own fees.   
 
Board members discussed scheduling additional FOIA training.  Dr. Mehl noted that 
she had consulted with the ASBA Attorney and another attorney regarding FOIA 
guidelines for the Superintendent Search. Mr. Llewellyn and the Board discussed 
that they could concede to the violation or proceed with the lawsuit. Mr. Llewellyn 
told the Board that he communicated with McCutchen agreeing to the training, and 
that while the use of emails for official business is a violation of FOIA, that these 
emails were not a violation. This communication was rejected by Mr. McCutchen. 
Ms. Talicia Richardson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Yvonne Keaton-Martin, to 
proceed with the lawsuit based on this rejection. After some discussion Mr. Bill 
Hanesworth made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wade Gilkey, to table the motion. 
Hanesworth’s motion to table passed 4/2 with Dr. Mehl and Ms. Richardson 
opposing.  Board members discussed meeting at a future date to make a final 
decision about the lawsuit.   

     
ADJOURN: Ms. Talicia Richardson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Jeannie Cole to adjourn at 

12:43 p.m. The motion passed 6/0.  
  
 
 
        ____________________________________ 
        Deanie Mehl, President 
 
 
        _____________________________________ 
                  Bill Hanesworth, Secretary 
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